Despite all the differences that exist across cultures, one value that is
uplifted in almost every country in the world is the value of family.
We as Americans regard the bond between parents, children, spouses
and other family members as a top priority. However, the legal system
currently in place for immigrant families trying to reunite with each

other presents difficulties that can keep them torn apart for years.

There are many debatable issues when addressing the different sides
of immigration reform (See LIRS Immigration Myths and Facts) but
one issue that most people can agree on is that families should not

have to suffer while political debates rage on.

LFS Carolinas Refugee Resettlement and Immigration Services works
everyday with families in need of our assistance to bring their loved
ones to the United States. Currently, LFS has about 60 open cases in
which families are waiting for answers — answers that are hard to
come by in the current legal system, which sometimes requires
spouses and minor children of lawful residents to wait seven or more
years to be together. In many cases, adult siblings of U.S. citizens

must wait anywhere from ten to 22 years to reunite.

These lengthy separations not only put a strain on the individuals
involved but also on our economy. United families are in a better
position to aid the economy by contributing to American industries
through family operated businesses and the purchase of homes and
other property. Keeping families together can also reduce the need
for outside care, often funded through the government, for elderly,

sick and infant family members.

Lutheran Social Service agencies across the U.S. understand the complexities of reunification and have been pushing for
immigration reform for several years. By a vote of 873 to 82, voting members at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

America Churchwide Assembly held this past August, agreed to urge reform in the current immigration policy.

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has enacted an entire campaign, Stand for Welcome, to address the key issues

of immigration reform, including family unity.

The Reuniting Families Act (S.1085) was introduced as one way to drastically amend the current immigration system.
Some of the key changes the bill aims to make are to:

e Utilize the estimated 400,000 family-sponsored and employment-based visas that were unused between
1992 and 2007

e Reclassify spouses and children under the age of 21 of lawful permanent residents as immediate

relatives

e Give equal treatment to stepchildren and biological children by allowing stepchildren under the age of

21 to immigrate upon their parents' marriage

e Raise the per-country immigration limits from 7% to 10% of total admissions to ensure immigrants

from certain countries do not have to endure unreasonably long back logs

e Allow widows, widowers and orphans to continue to wait in line for a visa after the death of the

sponsoring relative

Reduce the immigrant visa wait time for children of Filipino World War II veterans

If you would like to support this bill you can start by writing a letter to your senator expressing your support. Lutheran

Immigration and Refugee Service has provided samples to get you started.
For more information on this issue and others associated with Immigration reform, visit www.lirs.org.

To learn more about helping immigrants in your area, call LFS Carolinas 1-800-HELPING.
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Wills The most common planned gift is given through a will. Just about any asset can be left to charity through a
will, also known as a bequest. The most common bequests are either a fixed dollar amount or a percentage of
an estate. You can name LES Carolinas as a beneficiary and indicate how you would like your legacy to be
used. You can even use your gift to establish an endowment that would continue to provide your annual

suppott in perpetuity.

Retirement Funds An IRA, 401(k), 403(b) or other retitement account can be left to charity by naming the charity as either a
primary beneficiary, second beneficiary or remainder beneficiary. Retitement accounts can pose income tax
issues when inherited by individuals. Because charities such as LFS Carolinas are tax-exempt they can receive
the funds without any tax consequences.

There is another planned giving opportunity available with retirement funds. If you are age 70%2 or older you
can direct distributions from your retirement account directly to charity and not have to recognize the
distribution on your income tax return. The benefit of not having to recognize it on your income tax return is
that it can reduce the amount of social security that is taxable.

Life Insurance Did you know you can make a gift to charity using life insurance? One option is to use a paid up policy that
you no longer need. An agency can be named as owner and beneficiary and you can receive an income tax
deduction for a portion of the premiums paid.

Another option for using life insurance as a planned gift is using a new policy or policy that you are still making
payments on. LES Carolinas or any charity can be named the owner and beneficiaty and you can receive an
income tax deduction for a portion of the premiums you have already made as well as future premiums.

Stocks, Bonds, Mutual These types of planned gifts can be made now or upon your death. A charity can be named as a joint owner,

Funds, CD’s, payable on death or transfer on death beneficiary. If listed as a beneficiary, the charity will receive the balance

Checking Accounts of the accounts. This allows you to have the funds available to you to use while you are living and whatever
amount is left will go to support the organization you supported during your lifetime.

Life Income Life income agreements are trusts and annuities that pay you an income for life and the remaining balance is

Agreements given to charity upon your death. Life income agreements can be established using cash, appreciated stock and

real estate. The ELCA Foundation can set up life income agreements for folks who wish to name LFS
Carolinas as a beneficiary.

Memorial Endowment Any of the planned giving methods listed above can be used to establish an endowment. Your gift, or corpus,
would be kept intact and be used to generate income that can be directed to your favorite cause for perpetuity.

Donor Advised Funds A donor advised fund is similar to an endowment but there is no set charity that will benefit. You or your
loved ones determine which charity will receive the distributions from year to year. A donor advised fund can
provide much of the gifting flexibility of a family foundation for a fraction of the cost. In addition, a donor
advised fund can be converted to an endowment after a specific number of years or after a particular event.

Hopefully the examples above give you a clearer understanding of what planned giving is. 1f you would like to learn more about
planned giving or discuss how you can make a planned gift to Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas, please contact Deborah
Huffman, Vice President for Advancement and Communications at 740-940-3309 or deborah.huffman@]fscarolinas.org.
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public accountant by trade, Jim especially valued symmetry. He
often joked that he had never had an account out of balance as
his explanation for why he and Evelyn had four children, two
boys and two gitls. Later it was proven true again with the
addition of 12 grand children, six boys and six gitls. That same
sense of balance also applied to the Brittingham’s values.
Throughout their marriage Jim and Evelyn ensured that
whenever they were in a position to give back to others less

fortunate they never missed the opportunity.

Giving back is something that comes naturally to Evelyn. Having

grown up in the church, she says she has always been taught to
share what she has with others. And as a life-long Lutheran she

has made it a point give to organizations that uplift her values.

“God has blessed me with the ability to help others. I feel it is

my purpose,” says Evelyn.

Evelyn has been tied to LES Carolinas for some time not only

Brittingham

through her continual involvement with the Lutheran Church,
but also because Jim served on the LFS Carolinas’ board of

trustees. From her vantage point she was able to see the work
being done by the organization and, important to her, how we

help families achieve healing and wholeness.

After Jim’s passing, Evelyn continued to ensure their children
and grandchildren knew the importance of benevolence through
gifts she gives to her church, Women of the ELCA circle and
directly to the agencies she holds dear.

“You have to set an example by doing,” says Evelyn; her
example is still apparent in the actions of her children who all

donate to their communities in their own way.

Evelyn has also taken her giving a step further by choosing to be
a member of the family legacy society and generously leaving
LFS Carolinas in her will.

“I just want to share what I have with those who need it most,”

says Evelyn.

Photo: Mitzie Schafer, LFS Carolinas Advancement Associate for SC and Evelyn Brittingham outside Evelyn's home in Lexington, SC.
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Journeys to Healing & Wholeness

Brittain Center Triton Building
112 Cox Avenue 1031 Summit Avenue, Suite
Raleigh, NC 27605 1E2

Greensboro, NC 27405
Albemarle Center

4822 Albemarle Road, Suite  Cauble Center
240 1118 Union Street
Charlotte, NC 28205 Columbia, SC 29201

www.lfscarolinas.org
1-800-HELPING
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Together we can For Children & Families

CREDIBILITY +  INTEGHITY + ACHIEVEMENT

Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas

Since 1976, LEFS Carolinas has served the Carolinas' most
vulnerable people. We provide safe haven for children in crisis,
adults with special needs, refugees, and individuals and families
at risk of becoming homeless or struggling to recover from
man-made or natural disasters. We offer accredited programs
that promote healing and wholeness and collaborate with faith
and civic organizations, other human service providers and

government agencies.
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As a social ministry organization of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, we respond to Christ’s call to serve all
people, regardless of race, religion, orientation, national origin

or creed.

Debbie Huffman at 704-940-3309.






